Bath-immunization is a desirable vaccination method for fish, especially for those where injection vaccination is not available due to their small size. It has been shown previously that Aeromonas salmonicida subsp. salmonicida (A.s.s.) as well as Yersinia ruckeri and Vibrio anguillarum bacterins are taken up by rainbow trout and Japanese flounder gill epithelial cells which have been designated antigen sampling cell. In this study, we investigated the antigen uptake of several bacterins during bath-vaccination in ayu for which injection vaccination is not available, compared with those in rainbow trout.
